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ERRATA
In the Newsletter Vol XXXIV,
Number 2:
p.1, column 1 (Zp 8:13) is to
read (Zc 8:13).
p.2, under the Charism of
Power n.3, line 5 “Peter
and Paul” is to read “Peter
and John.”

‘Baptism with the Holy
“...
“...‘Baptism
Spirit’ or ‘baptism of fire’ are
the expressions used by our
Lord to signify the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit,
which should have been, as he
had promised, the
characteristic of the new
times, of the times
of the Church...”

he best account of how
charisms were received and
practised throughout the
first centuries of the Church
can be found in the numerous works
of St. Augustine, who died in 430 a.d.

T

and such it remains even
though, very often, the Spirit is
given in connection with our
prayer and with the laying of
our hands on those who ask
for it.

In this short article I collect the
main chapters of his description
about the Holy Spirit and Charisms in
the Church.

2. The outpouring of the Holy
Spirit, which was promised by
Christ, is beneficial not only for
those “who still do not have the
Spirit, but also for those who
already have the Spirit.” This Spirit
is again given to those who already
have him so that they may possess
the same Spirit more abundantly
according to their own holiness.

I. PERENNIAL EXPERIENCE OF
PENTECOST IN THE CHURCH
The coming of the Holy Spirit
upon the 120 disciples who were
gathered in the upper room must be
considered as a turning point in the
history of our redemption: at that
moment the birth of the Spirit came
among us.
“Baptism with the Holy Spirit” or
“baptism of fire” are the expressions
used by our Lord to signify the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which
should have been, as he had
promised, the characteristic of the
new times, of the times of the Church.
II. BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT IS AN
EXTRASACRAMENTAL EVENT
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit
constitutes and is the qualifying moment of the work of sanctification, that
God completes in those who believe in
Christ. That this outpouring of the Spirit
is extrasacramental is clearly demonstrated by his first coming in the story of
salvation. The apostles and disciples
were already baptised with the
baptism of water before the ascension
of the Lord; already baptised also, are
those who throughout time in the
Church receive, in a special way, this
ourtpouring of the Holy Spirit.
III. PRAYER FOR THE OUTPOURING
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
When that preparation has
been carried out, the outpouring of the
pentecostal Spirit may be prayed for.
1. The pentecostal Spirit that is still
given and even now comes upon
Christians is a pure divine action;

3. The laying on of hands by which
the pentecostal Spirit is often given is
not like the baptism of water, which
may not be repeated. It is nothing
else but a prayer over someone.
IV. BENEFITS OF THE BAPTISM IN
THE SPIRIT
Although the pentecostal
outpouring of the Holy Spirit is a real
mystery, nevertheless there is much
to say about the benefits and the
free manifestations of this supernatural happening. Here is the report of some advantages often mentioned in the works of the Fathers.
1. A continuous healing: The
baptism of water annuls our iniquity,
but does not put an end to our
illness; many kinds of weaknesses
still remain in our flesh and prostrate
our soul.
The Church is “the inn” where
the Holy Spirit takes care of all our
infirmities through a continuous
service of healing until our health
reaches its full perfection and.
2. The distribution of charisms: A
single member of the Church is
allotted some charisms, but the
distribution of these charisms is
regulated only by a divine,
inscrutable and free design. This
explains how in the Church there
are some people who work
miracles, others who proclaim the

truth, some who have one gift, some
who have another.
V. SOME CHARISMATIC
PHENOMENA
1. Resting in the Spirit is the event of
being ‘slain in the Spirit’ which takes
place when some people who are prayed for fall to the floor and frequently
remain for some period of time in a
kind of trance, during which they are
not unconscious, but their motor and
sense faculties are diminished or
seem temporarily suspended.
2. Prophecy is a free manifestation
of the holy Spirit by which some
people receive a communicable
intelligence of truths connected with
our salvation but impervious to any
natural understanding. The true
prophet has no need to proclaim that
he is a prophet for he has no doubt of
any kind; in this regard ‘he judges all
things and he himself is judged of no
man’ (1Cor 2:15).
3. Discernment of spirits is a
spiritual gift through which a believer,
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, is able
to express a sure judgement about
things that are too profound for our
intelligence to be naturally assessed.
4. Praise with jubilation. Singing
with jubilation is a most elevating
blessing which is given to us through
the pentecostal outpouring of the
Holy Spirit. We sing in jubilation
when God himself gives us the tone
of the melody that we must sing. It is
the Spirit that helps us to yield to
singing with such a celestial melody,
where our heart utters sounds
which cannot be expressed in
words, where all our being manifests
to God its joy for the health received
through the divine Spirit.
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Pentecost of the Nations

... f o r a n e w c u l t u r e o f P e n t e c o s t
by Oreste Pesare & Kim Kollins

An answer that the worldwide
CCR offers in response to the
desire expressed by both Pope
John Paul II and Benedict XVI
to spread the "culture of
Pentecost" (JPII, May 2004 Benedict XVI, Sept 2005)
A fruit of 40 years CCR
A project that only ICCRS can
propose, develop and offer:
an invitation to the worldwide
CCR (ICCRS: the organisation,
whose task is to coordinate
and promote exchange of
experiences and reflections
among Catholic Charismatic
Communities throughout the
world - JPII, 2000)

In 2008, let's do
it together
--united
united
worldwide for
10 days in
Pentecost of the
Nations- for a
new culture
of Pentecost!

An ICCRS 10 day Pentecost Project - May 2-11, 2008

I

n 2006, in preparation for the Pentecost
meeting with Pope Benedict XVI, ICCRS called
forth Operation Upper Room. In the last years,
many countries and tens of thousands people
on all continents have participated in this worldwide prayer event network. This year ICCRS is
launching a two-part project - Pentecost of the
Nations 2008 - for a new culture of Pentecost,
which integrates Operation Upper Room, May 2-10,
now with the Pentecost Day Celebration on May 11.

Operation Upper Room,
May 2-10

Pentecost Day Celebration, May 11
The vision of Pentecost Day Celebration is a unique
celebration organized by NSCs and CCR realities in
all nations of the earth testifying under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit to the culture of
Pentecost in the great Charismatic family.
* It is an occasion to unite and simultaneously
evangelize in proclaiming the Good News of Jesus to
many different countries of the world in the power of
the Holy Spirit, so that many people will hear
preaching in their own language about the
marvels of God. (cf Acts 2:11)

Is a vision to unite as CCR,
worldwide, in Novena Prayer Events, night and day,
thereby weaving a dense
global prayer network of
adoration and intercession
before Pentecost.

* It is a half day meeting consisting of
a time of charismatic prayer, one or
two short teaching, testimonies,
solemn invocation of the Holy Spirit
and a final concert to glorify God!
* One celebration, many locations. An
internet or satellite video link between
all of the various celebrations to
witnesses to the fact that the
Catholic Charismatic world is
truly praising God together, united in proclamation of the Good
News to the ends of the earth in
the power of the Holy Spirit!

Get involved
* In a variety of Upper
Room events organized
by NSCs, prayer groups,
communities:
* 9 night & day Pentecost
Prayer Networks (national,
regional or local), Special prayer meetings;
* Burning Bush Cenacles; Prayer Vigils; 3-day
Pentecost Triduum.
Register your events
So we can rejoice together at the marvels of what
the Holy Spirit is doing;
* NSCs organized nationally can register as a nation;
otherwise communities, groups or individuals can
register directly;
* When 'registering': give the type of event/s, date/s,
an time/s and number of expected participants.

This affords a chance for the worldwide National
Service Committees and all other CCR realities to
collaborate in the mission of ICCRS. As well as a
good opportunity to organize an official collection
during the 10 days of events giving support to the
service of ICCRS.

For information and/or registration:
Operation Upper Room 2008
e-mail: UpperRoom2008@aol.com
Att: Kim Catherine-Marie Kollins
Pentecost Day Celebration 2008
e-mail: events@iccrs.org Att: Fabio Anglani

Go to www.iccrs.org - see the promotional video (downloadable, make copies and share with others)

ICCRS
International Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Services
Postal Address:
Palazzo della Cancelleria
00120 Vatican City, Europe
Tel.: +39 06 69 88 75 38 / 65
Fax: +39 06 69 88 75 30
E-mail: info@iccrs.org
newsletter@iccrs.org
Web site: http://www.iccrs.org
Fax prayer line: +39 06 69 88 75 74

The ICCRS Newsletter is the International
Newsletter published bimonthly in English,
French, German, Italian, Spanish and Portuguese for the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.
Its purpose is to provide information about the
growth and development of the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal throughout the world.
Permission is granted to reprint an article from
the ICCRS Newsletter as long as ICCRS is
quoted as the source. Recommended
subscription donation: €20 (by e-mail) and €30
(by ordinary mail) by year. Payable by cheque,
bank transfer or credit card payments directly to
ICCRS.

ICCRS Council members:
Mrs. Michelle Moran, England (President)
Mr. Cyril John, India (Vice President)
Mr. Robert C. Canton, USA
Mrs. Maria E. de Góngora, Guatemala
Bp. Joe Grech, Australia
Mr. Dariusz Jeziorny, Poland
Mr. Jean Pliya, Benin
Br. James Shin Sang Hyun, Korea
Mr. Peter Thompson, Canada
Fr. Renato Tisot, Italy
Fr. Emmanuel Tusiime, Uganda
Mr. Marcos Volcan, Brasil
Mr. Walter Zimmermann, Chile
Director-ICCRS Office:
Mr. Oreste Pesare, Italy
ICCRS Advisors:
Mr. Allan Panozza, Australia
Administration and events: Mr. Claude Lopez, Australia
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We are
looking forward
to seeing you !
This second conference
will be more in-depth that
the first one, so that all
those who attended this
year and can return will
benefit by the experience.
At the same time, we
encourage everyone who
was not able to come to the
April’s 2007 conference to
come to this one. You will
be able to take part fully
even if you were not able
to come to the first.
The topic will be:
“Becoming a transformed
person and Church
through Jesus Christ’s
healing power.”

new

Guidelines on Prayers for Healing
by the Doctrinal Commission of ICCRS
This booklet will be of great assistance to those who seek
to continue their function within the healing ministry
of Jesus, recalling the promise which he gave to his disciples
‘...they will lay their hands on the sick, who will recover...’
(Mk 16:18).
Guidelines on Prayers for Healing, ICCRS, Vatican City 2007.
53 pages.
Price : € 5.00 + postal costs.
Now available in English, French, Portuguese
*

* These mailing costs will be applied for every book sent.

Please, visit our website
www.iccrs.org for further
information.
For registration, please
visit the Christian Healing
Ministry website:
www.christianhealingmin.org
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NEWS FROM THE WORLD
India

ICCRS Books
Make your order to ICCRS Office
or by our website

Charismatic Renewal:
A Grace, a Challenge
and a Mission

The Vocation of
a Leader: Called,
Gifted and Sent

Lord,
teach us to pray.
Leader’s Manual

Prayer for Healing
& Guidelines on
Prayers for Healing

A sign of hope
for all people

The Inner Healing Retreat and
Conference for Directors of Retreat
Centres and Teams was held from
3rd to 7th December at Niveditha,
Chungamvely, Kerala organized by
NCCRS and the National Service
Committee of CCR in India. Led by Fr
Anil Dev IMS and Fr Jose Prakash this
was a mountain top experience. 72
participants 20 priests, 11 religious
and 41 lay people attended. Both
preachers made us reflect deeply on
various areas which lead to healing.
Listening to the Word of God, emotional and physical healings began
on the fist day itself. The Inner healing retreat led us to the understanding that a chosen man of God must
lead a life of Holiness and Humility.
Such retreats will help produce
wonderful priests, religious and layministers and to have a vibrant Spirit
filled Church in India.
Ireland
The 2008 meeting for leaders of the
CCR in Ireland took place at
Greenhills in Dublin on 12th January.
It was not to be a “cosy” meeting but
one of great challenge. Marie Beirne,
Chair of the NSC in Ireland, was the
main speaker and she came up with
the word ‘You have not listened to
Jesus’ call to “Go out to the whole
world and spread the Good News.”
Quoting 2 Cor 6,1 “Do not accept the
grace of God in vain.” She said, ‘this
is the time to move out; what we have
received we must give away’. The
meeting was reminded of Pope John
Paul II’s prayer in 1979 which led to
the vision to offer every person in
Ireland the opportunity to be
baptised in the Holy Spirit.

Peru
The National Service Committee of
Peru organised a series of events
during January and February as
follows: A day of praise and healing
with the theme “Nothing is
impossible to God” was held on
20th Jan in the Manische stadium
in the city of Trujillo. The event was
attended by more than 18,000 and
Fr Rufus Pereira from India, a
former member of the Council for
ICCRS, participated. The XIV
Priests’ Retreat with the theme,
“Celebrating a new Paentecost”
took place from 22nd to 25th, with
140 priests attending. The
preacher was Fr Rufus Pereira.
Another day of praise and healing
with the theme “Nothing id
impossible to God” was held in the
Mariscal Caceres Colliseum in
Lima on 27th. Six thousand people
attended. The contibutors were Fr
Felipe Scott and Fr Rufus Periera.
From the 28th to the 30th the

Leaders’ Healing Retreat was held
with more that 300 attending.
From 1st to 4th Feb a retreat for the
NsC was held to discern in prayer
what the Lord is hoping from the CCR
and to plan and develop the ICCRS
initiative “Pentecost of the Nations”,
for a new culture of Pentecost
throughout the country of Peru.
Spain
The 29th National Assembly of the
Spanish CCR was celebrated in
Madrid from 6th to 8th July 2007. The
Assembly took “Jesus Christ, the first
born from the dead” (Col 1:18) as its
theme. The speakers included
Gregorio Lopez, former National
Chairman of the CCR in Spain, and
Luis Ferreira the National Chairman
of the CCR in Portugal. Fr Francisco
Requen, spiritual advisor to the
Spanish CCR presided at Mass on 6th
and 7th. The Assembly closed with
Mass by H.E. Msgr Ricardo Blasquez,
Bishop of Bilbao and president of the
Spanish Bishops' Conference.

Why support the mission of ICCRS?
We report the thanks of so many people who receive the ICCRS
Newsletter free of charge. Your donations support the mission of
ICCRS. Help us to support the CCR!
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the ICCRS NEWSLETTER,
Praise Jesus our risen lord!
Thank you so much for keeping me in your mail. I am a spiritual director of
[…] charismatic prayer group. The articles in the Newsletter are a great
help in understanding more the workings of the Holy Spirit, and in my
teachings. It also inspires me to know what is happening in other parts of
the world with the CCR movement. Here in the rural parish of […] 50
kilometres from the city surrounded by fields and mountains, for a parish
priest like myself, the Newsletter is a kind of visitation of the Holy Spirit
moving us to love and to serve Jesus and the Church joyfully. Please
continue to send me news about the Charismatic Renewal. […] May the
Holy Spirit continue to empower ICCRS with joy and zeal for the Kingdom.

Patristic and charisms
"What and artist is the Holy Spirit!
He gives instant instruction and teaches all we need to know. From the
moment He touches our intelligence,
He enlightens us. A single touch from
Him and at once we have knowledge.
And when He enlightens us, He changes our hearts."St Gregory the Great

by Jamt

Knowledge of the future, the
understanding of mysteries and
secrets, the distribution of charisms,
heavenly joy, the joy of the choirs
of angels, infinite joy - all sprout
forth from Him. Perseverance with
God and the deepest longings make
us come to be like God." St Basil.
Treatise on the Holy Spirit Chap. IX

"Just as illuminated bodies radiate
light, so also, souls filled with the
Holy Spirit are lit up by Him. They
become spiritual beings and sparkle
grace onto others.

"Every manifestation of the Spirit
is charismatic."
St John Chrysostom

"I will give you all kinds of charisms if you will not sadden the
Holy Spirit with sin."
St Cyril of Jerusalem (315-386)

