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“In India, the CCR has
succeeded to a large extent to
present and proclaim the
Good News to nominal
Christians and to people of
other faiths and
denominations. There are
more than 100 retreat centers
in India where proclamation
of the Word takes place on a
regular basis...”

T

he Pentecost resulted in Peter
standing with the eleven
proclaiming the death and
resurrection of Christ: “This
man…you crucified and killed…But God
raised him up, having freed him from
death…” (Ac 2:23-24). The Church's
first mission as it came into existence
on the day of Pentecost was
pronouncing the kerygma by Peter:
“Therefore let the entire house of Israel
know with certainty that God has made
him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus
whom you crucified” (Ac 2:36).
The Kerygma of the Apostles
proclaimed Christ in his three saving
actions: death (Ac 2:23; 3:15,18; 4:10;
5:30; 10:39; 13:28), resurrection (Ac
2:24; 3:26; 4:10; 5:30b; 10:40-41;
13:31) and glorification (Ac 2:33,36;
3:13,14; 4:11; 5:31; 10:36,42; 13:23)
through his three titles: Saviour, Lord
and Messiah. These are contained in
six kerygmatic discourses, the first five
preached by St. Peter and the last by St.
Paul. Therefore, the Church was born
proclaiming the Lordship of Jesus.
When the people from “every nation
under heaven” who had gathered there
heard the proclamation “they were cut
to the heart” and they asked the
Apostles, “Brothers, what should we
do?” Then Peter told them: “Repent
and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ” (Ac 2:37-38).
During the first proclamation itself three
thousand persons received the Good
News and were baptized and added to
the community of believers. The
Pentecost equipped them to proclaim
the kerygma boldly.
The CCR is the answer of the
prayer of the Church for a new
Pentecostal 'outpouring of the Holy
Spirit': “Renew Your wonders in this our
day, as by a new Pentecost”. 'The Ark
and Dove' Retreat House in Duquesne
University in Pittsburg was the Upper
Room for the new Pentecost in
February 1967. Don't you think that
God has a specific plan for bringing
about such a Renewal in the Church?

CCR should produce results that are identical to
the First Pentecost 2000
years ago. It is meant to
instil extraordinary zeal,
commitment and power
in our proclamation of the
Lordship of Jesus just as it
was witnessed in St. Peter.
One of the evident fruits of
Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the desire
to bear a living and dynamic witness
to the Good News of salvation. Others
respond more readily to the Gospel
when it is accompanied by the
witness of lives changed through the
power of the Spirit. In India, the CCR
has succeeded to a large extent to
present and proclaim the Good News
to nominal Christians and to people of
other faiths and denominations.
There are more than 100 retreat
centers in India where proclamation
of the Word takes place on a regular
basis. The need for healing and
deliverance has been drawing
thousands of people to such centres
where Jesus is proclaimed as the only
Lord and Saviour and the Lord
confirms the Good News through
signs and wonders. The Divine
Retreat Centre, Muringoor in
Southern India is a unique
proclamation centre in the world that
conducts weekly residential retreats
simultaneously in six languages for up
to 35,000 people. The people flock
irrespective of their faith and
denomination. Another centre is
Matridham Ashram, Varanasi, the
heartland of Hinduism in Northern
India, where more than 10,000 'krist
bhaktas' (non-baptised devotees of
Christ) flock every Sunday to listen to
proclamation of the Lordship of Jesus.
“It is the Holy Spirit who, today
just as at the beginning of the Church,
acts in every evangeliser who allows
himself to be possessed and led by
Him. The Holy Spirit places on his lips
the words which he could not find by
himself and at the same time the

Holy Spirit pre-disposes the soul of the
hearer to be open and receptive to the
Good News and to the Kingdom being
proclaimed” (EN 75). One of the
central goals of the CCR specifically
mentioned in the Statutes of ICCRS
approved by the Vatican is: “To foster
the work of evangelisation in the power
of the Holy Spirit, including the
evangelisation of the unchurched, the
re-evangelisation of nominal
Christians, the evangelisation of
culture and social structures.”
Today there are many obstacles
like spiritual deafness and insensitivity
coming in the way of evangelisation.
More than ever before there is urgency
to re-evangelise the baptised. The CCR
therefore has the gigantic mission of
proclaiming the Lordship of Jesus in
the power of the Spirit to the nominal
Christians as well as the unchurched.
Let the prayer and exhortation
of Pope John Paul II during the Vigil of
Pentecost in 1998 in St. Peter's
Square be our prayer and challenge:
“Come Holy Spirit and make ever
more fruitful the charisms you have
bestowed on us. Give new strength
and missionary zeal to these sons and
daughters of yours who have gathered
here. Open their hearts: renew their
Christian commitment in the world.
Make them courageous messengers
of the Gospel, witnesses to the risen
Jesus Christ, the Redeemer and
Saviour of men; strengthen their love
and their fidelity to the Church…
Today, from this Square, Christ says to
each of you: 'Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to the whole
creation.' He is counting on every one
of you, and so is the Church!”
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Worldwide Priests’ Retreat

REPORT

by Fr Francois-Xavier, Moderator of the Beatitudes Community

Was it really sensible to organise an
international retreat in Ars sur Fromans, little
village lost in the Dombes and populated with
hardly a few hundred of inhabitants? If we just
look at the logistic side of it, obviously not! And
yet Saint John Mary Vianney, who was parish priest there from 1818 to 1859 was praying
that crowds come again when the flow of
pilgrims was slowing down. So perhaps it is him
who placed into the heart of the Beatitudes
Community, in collaboration with ICCRS and
the John Mary Vianney Society, this conviction
to invite the priests from all over the world and
to ask sister Briedge to lead a 6 day retreat.
The opportunity was beautiful. Indeed, this
year is the hundredth anniversary of John
Mary Vianney's beatification. 853 priests,
from 71 different countries, heard the call to
plunge into prayer to allow the Holy Spirit to
renew them in their love for priesthood and
in their Christian identity.
Wasn't it already an amazing sign that they
come to listen the Word of God , leaded by a
consecrated sister, Sister Briedge? But they
were not alone. Many bishops and two
cardinals took part in this spiritual event
taking place just before the synod about the
Eucharist which concluded the year of the
Eucharist. About a hundred of laic were busy
in different services as well as in the
broadcasting of the whole day on the radio.
Bishop Bagnard said he had already
received many testimony of radio listeners
who were very grateful. We are not surprised
since a man who hadn't been to confession
for 40 years, listening by chance the teaching
of Sister Briedge on the radio rushed to Ars to
receive the sacrament of reconciliation.
As well as this woman who write us that she
has listened to the retreat through internet:
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"I listened to it while working (I'm working for
Father X, missionary in Bolivia). I also
listened to the last evening with the
testimonies. I just want to testimony that the
Holy Spirit worked within me through this
retreat. I prayed and praised with you all, I felt
a great inner peace during the whole week
(even though it was full on after a fortnight
holiday). I really felt so in communion with all
these priests. I can't find the words to
express the joy I felt while listening to this
retreat, neither to tell you my gratitude. God
was really there, that's for sure!"
We can sum up what we lived in three stages:
Conversion, going deeper, sending out.
The teachings given were very concrete and
direct. They were the application in our
priestly life, of the words of the Gospel to hear
again the call of God to choose holiness.
Each day, one or several saints were
accompanying us on the top of St Cure of Ars.
Bishop Guy Gaucher, who took with him the
relics of the little flower (St Therese of
Lisieux), helped us realised how she had
offered up her life for priests.
Here is the testimony of an Anglican priest.
«The effect of soaking in the presence of the
Lord day after day touches parts of you and
releases things. The highpoint for me was
the Thursday morning (the session when the
priests were prayed for). I was on my knees
for most of this time as I felt wave after wave
of holiness wash over me. It was at the end of
this time, with many tears and even a time of
laughter, that I had that beautiful encounter
with Sainte Therese. This was unexpected
and remarkable and I am still pinching
myself. it was momentary, but it went deep. I
sense many levels of meaning in her
greeting and some will take some time to
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unravel. It felt a little like, upon later
reflection, the burning coal touching Isaiah's
lips. There was an impartation of some kind
and I recall feeling immense grace flowing
over me after this. This session as so powerful that I found it hard to walk afterwards - it
was like walking on the moon....
It surely sounds strange for an Anglican to
be encountering St Therese...
My people wanted to know what had happened to me as I was somewhat different
and infected by the joy and blessing that was
at Ars last Sunday. I prayed a blessing over
everyone at communion and they received
this well. Various people in the diocese have
been quizzing me about the experience and
our Mission and Renewal officer is very sorry
that he did not come with me».
The going deeper made us aware that it is
Jesus who works in the priest's ministry and
in the sacraments. Through the strength of
the Holy Spirit presence we could feel it
among us telling the urgency to let ourselves
be configured to Christ.
The sending out was given by the strong and
warm words of Bishop Rylko, Bishop
Tcherniak and Bishop Bagnard. They reminded us that if the priest receives a personal
renewal in the Charismatic Renewal and is
ministering there, he has a position and
specific responsibilities he can't desert.
Many participants, voluntaries, and radio
listeners testimony they have been renewed
in hope and that is the most beautiful fruit.
Christ is really the One acting today among
us in the Church.
So it is thanksgiving that is raising from our
hearts for all those who made this moment
of grace possible.
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Mr. Nicholas Chia, Singapore
Bp. Joe Grech, Australia
Mr. Dariusz Jeziorny, Poland
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Mrs. Michelle Moran, England
Mr. James Murphy, USA
Mr. Jean Pliya, Benin
Mr. Peter Thompson, Canada
Fr. Renato Tisot, Italy
Fr. Emmanuel Tusiime, Uganda
Mr. Walter Zimmermann, Chile
Director-ICCRS Office:
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ICCRS Advisors:
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Campaign of prayer
for financial assistance
for ICCRS

“A sign of hope for all people”
The Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the heart of Pope John Paul II
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Due to financial difficulties, ICCRS
is unable to fullfil all of the many
projects which we believe the Lord
has given us to do.
Please begin a program of
intercessory prayer in your
community and prayer groups that
the Lord provide financial
resources to allow ICCRS to
proceed to this service.
Thank you
for joining us in prayer!!!

A booklet quoting a number of passages from Pope John Paul II’s addresses
to the CCR, giving us the opportunity to be aware of the challenges that
our beloved Pope left to us as his testament.
A sign of hope for all people, ICCRS 2005,
Author: Oreste Pesare,
28 pages, € 3.00 euro or $ 4.00 US + postal costs.
Available in English, Italian, Spanish and French.

Make your order directly to ICCRS Office: info@iccrs.org; fax: +39 - 06 69887530

Renato Tisot

Member of the ICCRS Council

F

ather Renato born at Colma
di Barbiano, in Italy, in
1935, he undertook his
formation at the Seminary
of Trento up until 1959, the year of his
ordination as a priest.

He returned to Italy (Trento)
in 1978 and started a full time
programme of prayer and evangelisation. He opened a house of
prayer with an existing vocational
community and helped to spread
the Renewal which had already
Alternating his pastoral begun in Italy, both locally and
ministry with periods of study he nationally.
graduated in modern literature from
the Catholic University and then
Don Renato was also sent
specialised in fundamental theology abroad on both brief and longer
at the Gregorian University in Rome. term charismatic missions to
He is currently a teacher in catholic Australia, India and Africa.
schools and Vicerector and lecturer
In 1994, father Renato
at the Seminary of Trento.
founded the ADIM (Alleanza Dives
In 1970 he visited the United in Mise-ricordia) an ecclesial
States where he came across the canonical association recently
newly born CCR. He became enthu- included in the Catholic Fraternity
siastically involved in it and took part of Charismatic Covenant Comin the first great priests’ retreats in munities and Associations of ponNew Jersey and Ohio. He also helped tifical right (CFCCF). Since 2004 he
to found and participated in is part of the ICCRS Council,
charismatic prayer groups in New representing ICCRS in Southern
Europe.
York State and later in Florida.

If you want to support ICCRS
please contact us :
ICCRS,
Palazzo della Cancelleria
00120 Vatican City

and/or visit our special web page at:
www.iccrs.org/support.htm

Jesus
is the mystery of

christmas !

“A Savior has just been born in David's town,
A Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is
what you're to look for: A baby wrapped
in a blanket and lying in a manger'”
Luke 2:8-12

Page 4

October - December 2005

ICCRS Newsletter

N EWSLETTER

ICCRS

* From Jan 2005 the Newsletter will be distributed, to all our subscribers who are able to connect to the internet, by E-MAIL. The price suggested for it will be € 20 or equivalent per year;
* The Newsletter will be sent by MAIL only to those who clearly request this service on the form and are able to pay € 30 per year for it including postal expenses;
* Free subscriptions to the Newsletter will be granted ONLY by E-MAIL and ONLY to those from the poorer countries who clearly ask for it on the form. Such requests must be renewed each year;
Any time, ICCRS can cancel from its mailing list anyone who has not renewed their subscription for the current year.
So, we invite you to renew your subscription RIGHT NOW by sending us or confirming with us the e-mail address to which you want the Newsletter to be sent. And please don't forget to let us know if
you change your email address in the future. This will ensure that you continue to receive the Newsletter without interruption. Also, please remember to send us your financial contribution as early as
you are able to. Your financial support is essential to enable us to continue to produce and distribute the Newsletter.
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JESUS, THE LORD
I was sitting in the throne of my
heart, contemplating the things
that reigned in me: money, power,
pleasure.

by Jamt
Till one day Jesus came into my
life, at a special moment.

Without me
you can do
nothing.

From that moment he started to take
more place in my heart showing me the
miseries I had to throw
away from inside. At
the same time he
looked into my eyes
with love and
understood
that I was the
one who had
to get down
from there.

Then, you are king?...
You say so. I am king. I was
born and I came into the world
for this reason: to give witness
of the truth, and he who belongs
to the truth, hears my voice,

He, he, he...
I'm getting down

“God knows your hearts. For what
is thought highly of by men is loathsome in the sight of God. Lc 16:15

I invited him to stay but
through ignorance I placed him
next to my idols, superstitions
and calculations.

Giving to him the crown I said to him:

Who is now the king of your heart?

