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1 Retreat given by Sr BriegeMcKenna, SC and Fr Kevin
Scallon, OM, in Ars (France), September 25 to October 1,
2005, organized by ICCRS (International Catholic Charismatic
Renewal Services), the Beatitudes Community and the JohnMary Vianney Society.

N

o, she does not smoke,
but she is on fire to tell
everyone she knows
(and even those she
doesn't) in any one of the 4
languages she speaks, that there's
a fire on the horizon: the Holy
Spirit's fire, that is.
Cathy Brenti, 51, a spitfire of a
woman, with white hair, has her
brown eyes fixed on the upcoming
International retreat for Priests in
Ars, France, that she is organizing
for the end of September 2005. The
retreat is designed to renew the fire
of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of all
who attend. Two thousands priests
are expected. This is an
international retreat organized by a
woman and given by a woman1 . And
who said that the Church does not
like women?
In her foggy forest
headquarters, in the spiritual centre of Nouan-le-Fuzelier, France,
this member of the Beatitudes
Community of twenty-six years, a
mother of three, among whom the
eldest is a Legionary of Christ, tries
to explain how an emancipated
protestant became a catholic and
wanders today from the Roman
Curia to the Australian bush, in the
service of the Church.
Her father, a Jewish surgeon,
converted in captivity during World
War II, because of the testimony of
an ardent protestant pastor. But if
the young Cathy, born in Nancy,
France in 1953, frequented the
protestant chaplaincy in the turmoil
of the hippy years, it was more for
the beautiful eyes of a certain
Claude than for Jesus.
I n a n Up p e r Ro o m a n
anointing flowed and the Spirit
breathed. There, the famous
Claude and his friends experienced
a deep conversion. The embryo of
the Lion of Judah Community, which
later became the Beatitudes, was

there, in gestation, but
who would have
guessed?
The fervent group
went on vacation to a
rectory by the sea.
Cathy preferred
tourism, staying away
from prayer: “until the
day when I found myself
trapped, during the
blessing of a picnic.
There, all of a sudden, a
shower of blessings fell
upon me! I cried for three hours in
a row. It was on July 22, 1974.
Nothing was ever the same
again”.
Cathy and Claude Brenti got
married. After a long discernment,
they renounced bright careers
Political Sciences and Economics
for him (he is today the director of
the Beatitudes Community
publishing house); Master in
International Law and a Diploma
in Interpretation for her and they
joined the Community.
The Catholic faith slowly
impregnated the “protestant”.
“The Pope, Mary, the communion
of saints, this did not mean a thing
for me”, she remembers. “But I
was burning for the Real
Presence. I came to the Church
because of the pain of not being
allowed to receive Jesus in the
Eucharist”.
This spiritual daughter of
Thomas Roberts (this welsh
pastor was one of the pioneers of
the Renewal in France, in the 70s)
who suffers all the same from the
separation of the Churches and
also that of her parents (her father
left his wife three days before his
daughter's wedding), would today
let herself be cut into slices for a
Pope “who speaks so well of
priests to women, and of women
to priests”.
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International Catholic
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She, who could convince
Lucifer to register for a remedial
class in Purgatory, offers Catholics
an idea for a gift: “For Christmas (or
Easter, or Pentecost, or just
because), offer this retreat to your
priests!” Already, in the book of
graces, there are some wonderful
testimonies. “An anonymous
benefactor has just offered the
retreat to a priest in West Timor”,
Cathy says. “We asked him: Why?
He answered that is he a member
of a group of Methodists in
Singapore which has been praying
for years for the renewal of the
Catholic Church in Timor. One
hundred small penances before
the retreat: how many during, how
many after? Holy Spirit, come with
your fire!
For almost three years now,
Cathy (vice-president of ICCRS) has
been working on this project
together with her Community and
ICCRS.
Thanks be to God and good
friends, she's been able to meet
with the Congregation for the
Clergy, the Council for the Laity in
Rome, the French Bishops'
conference, and the local bishop of
Belley-Ars. All agree: this will be a
wonderful opportunity for priests:
John Mary Vianney, declared by the
Church patron saint of all parish
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

What is ti all about?
Read and pray!

more information about the Retreat Ars 2005

Who can you invite t

ot

priests all over the world is awaiting
all his fellows in his small town of
Ars, France, close to Lyon. Never
has such an international priests
retreat been held in Ars. Would you
like your friends' priests to miss this

his
out s
tanding event?
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retreat? Whether you love your
priest… or not! Give him a chance
to attend. Both Sr Briege
McKenna OSC and Fr Kevin
Scallon CM, have given priests'
retreats all over the world for over
twenty-five years now.

Many priests from poor countries have requested financial support and they will not be able to come if you do not help us. Every single
day, we pray and beg Saint Joseph to
intercede for us and for them and
bring them God's Providence.

About the main preachers

SISTER BRIEGE MCKENNA, O.S.C was born in Ireland and entered the Sisters of St. Clare at the age of
fifteen. After coming to Tampa, Florida as a teacher, she became crippled by the onset of rheumatoid
arthritis. At the age of twenty-four, she was miraculously healed during the celebration of the Eucharist and
some time later received, in prayer, the gift of healing for which she has become so widely known. In 1974,
again during prayer, she was given a deep spiritual insight into the mystery of the call to priesthood. Since
then, bishops and priests in many parts of the world have invited her to speak and minister at their retreats
and conferences. Her book, “Miracles Do Happen” has been translated into many languages throughout the
world. Since 1985 Sister Briege has been ministering to priests with Father Kevin Scallon.
REVEREND KEVIN SCALLON, C.M. is a Priest of the Vincentian Community who was born in Ireland.
Following his ordination in 1961, he ministered in England for three years and in Nigeria for six years. In
1970, after graduating from Catholic University of America he was appointed as Spiritual Director at All
Hallows Seminary in Dublin, Ireland. In 1976, Fr. Kevin started the “Intercession for Priests” in Dublin, a
month-long retreat where priests could come to pray for the spiritual renewal of the priesthood. In 1982, he
was appointed director of missions and retreats for the Vincentian Community. Following on that, in 1985,
he began fulltime ministry to priests with Sister Briege McKenna.
and also: Cardinal Philippe Barbarin, Archbishop of Lyon, France; Cardinal Peter Turkson, Archbishop of Cape Coast and
president the Episcopal Conference of Ghana; Monsignor Guy Bagnard, Bishope of Belley-Ars; Monsignor Joe Grech, MelbourneAustralia, representative of ICCRS in Oceania;.Monsignor JP Ricard, Archbishop of Bordeaux and president of the Bishops
Conference of France; Monsignor Stanislaw Rylko, President of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, Vatican; Monsignor Csaba
Ternyak, Secretary for the Congregation for the Clergy, Vatican

Some of the testimonies received from priests willing to register for this outstanding event
From Mexico: I wish to reflect on my priesthood and live according to Jesus'
teachings and also the needs of God's people.

From Mexico: I am longing for a new encounter with Jesus close to the “high
priest” John Mary Vianney. I always receive special graces from spiritual
retreats, which help me to go deeper into my apostolic work.

From Canada: I have been a priest for twenty-four years and this retreat
would deepen my sense and awareness of my priesthood. Last year a young
woman came up to me at the funeral reception of a fellow priest and said she
was there because of me. I didn't know her. She said I had convinced her
mother not to have an abortion nineteen years before. I marvelled at how God
works in us.

From the United-States: I have attended a past retreat by Sister McKenna &
Fr. Scanlon and found it helpful. I also have a devotion to Saint John Vianney. I
was deployed to Iraq as a priest/chaplain with the USMC in 2003 and survived
through no less than a miracle. I had invoked the BVM and Saints Raphael &
Michael.

From the United-States: I wish to upgrade my spiritual life and learn more
from people with a great spiritual wealth of experience. I desire a
transformation and commitment to priestly vocation

From Mexico: I wish to encounter Christ in a new way. The Eucharist has
been my only strength enabling me to live my priesthood. I wish to be renewed
by the intercession of John Mary Vianney.
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Re gistr ation For m
Last Name:..........................................................................................................................
First Name (religious name, if applicable):.............................................................................
Date and place of birth:........................................................................................................
Date and place of Priestly/Episcopal Ordination:.....................................................................
Native Language:.................................................................................................................
Language for translations (English, Italian, German, Spanish, Portuguese, French).
(Chinese and Polish are available if needed. Please indicate).

Address:..............................................................................................................................
Zip Code:.............................................................................................................................
Country:..............................................................................................................................
e-mail address:....................................................................................................................
Special needs (handicap, dietary restrictions with medical certificate).
Notice: It is imperative that you include a copy of your Celebret along with a photograph.
I wish to sponsor a priest in a difficult situation or to offer this retreat as a gift by my
donation of:................................................................................................................
My parish offers to help with the participation costs of a priest from a country in
economic difficulty by a donation of:.............................................................................
My prayer group wishes to help by a donation of:...........................................................
My parish is willing to carry this retreat in prayer as of now (name of address of the
parish):.......................................................................................................................
Name(s) and address(es) of a priests who might be interesed in participating in this
retreat:.......................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................
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International
Institute for

Catholic Charismatic
Leadership Formation

C

Responding to the call which Pope John Paul II made inthe year
2000 to all movements concerning the urgency and necessity of
forming disciples in accordance with the heart of Jesus, ICCRS
has developed an International Institute for the Catholic
Charismatic Leadership Formation based on the theology of the
Holy Spirit and on Charismatic spirituality!

The nature
of the Institute:

International Institute, Catholic,
Charismatic, Leadership formation

The Curriculum includes:
The Person of the Holy Spirit, The theology and the experience
of the Spirit, Charismatic Renewal, Charismatic Spirituality,
CCR and the Magisterium of the Church, Leadership in CCR

Who can
attend
these
courses?

People of all ages delegated from charismatic
organizations worldwide who want to spend
some time of their lives being formed in
leadership within the CCR.

Current
information*

Place & Accommodation: In a Religious
Institute in Rome or on the outskirts
Period: Begins on June 5th and concludes
on June 25th 2005
Costs per person: Course fee, food and
accommodation € 1.200 per person
Information & Aplication: ICCRS Office

* the clases will be in English. Space is limited, please register earlier.

Place, time and mode of transportation for your arrival:...........................................................
Place, time and mode of transportation for your departure:......................................................
Price (including the costs for registration, accommodations in double or triple bedroom, meals,
retreat site, guest preachers and speakers, translations, all transportation during the retreat
book): € 500.
This price does not include: single room supplement, airport shuttle, “extras”.
Deposit, to be included with your registration (deducted from the total price of the retreat): €180.
The additional amount (€ 320) should be sent by July 31, 2005 at the latest.
In the event of cancellation: until July 31, € 50, non refundable, after July 31, non refundable.
Additional Options
- single room € 25 / night x 1/2/3/4/5/6/7 nights
€ ...................................................
- shuttle from Lyon Saint-Exupéry Airport / Ars, Roundtrip
(this service is offered ONLY on September 25th and October 1st) € ...................................................
Total Cost (retreat+options, single room and/or airport shuttle) € ...........................................
Method of Payment
Check (in Euros only) (ARS 2005) ................................................................................
Transfer (in Euros only) ................................................................................................
Credit Card
number:.........................................................................................
expiration date:..............................................................................
signature:......................................................................................

Complete and mail it to us:

with a recommendation letter from
Your NSC, State or Regional Leadership or from the leaders of your community.

ICCRS International Institute - Application Form
nome
surname
place & date of birth
title of your community (CCR):
address
city & country
tel.
fax
e-mail
I ENCLOSE
one photo
breaf curriculum vitae including leadership background
recommendation letter from the NSC of my country / from
the leaders of my community
payment of the cost to participate to the International Institute
Please send me information about financial assistance
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* From Jan 2005 the Newsletter will be distributed to all our subscribers who are able to connect to the internet, by E-MAIL and the price suggested for it will be € 20 or equivalent per year;
* The Newsletter will be sent by MAIL only to those who clearly request this service on the form and are able to pay € 30 per year for it including postal expenses;
* Free subscriptions to the Newsletter will be granted ONLY by E-MAIL and ONLY to those from the poorer countries who clearly ask for it on the form. Such requests must be renewed each year;
Any time, ICCRS can cancel from its mailing list all those who have not renewed their subscription for the current year.
So, we invite you to renew your subscription RIGHT NOW by sending us or confirming to us the e-mail address to which you want the Newsletter to be sent. And please don't forget to let us know
if you change your email address in the future. This will ensure that you continue to receive the Newsletter without interruption. Also, please, remember to send us your financial contribution as
early as you are able to. Your financial support is essential to enable us to continue to produce and distribute the Newsletter.
Please, don't forget to accompany our service with your prayer. May God bless each of you with his Holy Spirit.
Please fully complete, sign and send this form (with either cash, or cheque or your card details and signature) to:ICCRS, Palazzo della Cancelleria, 00120 Vatican City, Europe

ICCRS NEWSLETTER PERSONAL SUBSCRIPTION
SURNAME:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:

COUNTRY:

POST CODE:

PHONE:

MOBILE:

FAX:

E-MAIL:

E-MAIL 2:

I would like to receive the ICCRS Newsletter by e-mail but I cannot pay

I wish to: start

renew

cancel

my language choice:

English

Italian

by e-mail

my subscription to the ICCRS Newsletter.
Spanish

French

German

by ordinary mail

Portuguese

Payment Details
I ENCLOSE:
Ordinary Newsletter subscription by E-MAIL € 20.00 (or equivalent)
Newsletter subscription by MAIL € 30.00 (or equivalent)

Numbers of copies:

Donation for a poor subscriber € 30.00

Additional donation for the ICCRS mission

PAYMENT

by cash:

5

new! bank transfers:

by credit card:

cost:

TOTAL:

Send by registered mail
(only for italy): to ICCRS, Banca di Roma -Acct. #65056232, ABI 03002, CAB 05022.
(only for E.U. countries): to ICCRS, Banca di Roma - IBAN: IT45G0300205022000065056232 & B.I.C. BROMITR1211
Note: Outside EU, please, do not use BT. Bank charges for us is high.
VISA

EUROCARD

card number:

MASTERCARD

AMERICAN EXPRESS

expiry date

Signature of card holder ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date__________________________

Signature of purchaser ___________________________________________

MARY AND THE EUCHARIST
Inside the Ark of the Covenant
was kept a gold jar containing
the manna (Hb 9:4)

The manna was the image of
the Eucharist (see Jn 6:32)

By jamt

Like the Ark, we also want to
receive Jesus inside ourselves.
He says:
Jn 6: 56

But who does the Ark represent? Revelation 11:19 answers: “Then the sanctuary
of God in heaven opened and the ark of
the covenant could be seen inside it”

Then, leterally from within her,
Jesus was born, the living bread
descended from heaven.

“A great sign appeared in heaven: a
Courage! You too can receive it.
“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks
woman robed with the sun... She was
Body, soul and divinity, in the
my blood lives in me and I live in him” pregnant” (Rev 12:1-5) She is...“Mary”. Eucharist.

